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What GAO Found
The number of states allowing concealed carry permits is increasing, and states broadly differ in eligibility requirements and the
extent to which they have reciprocity agreements. In June 2002, 7 states and the District of Columbia prohibited the concealed
carry of handguns. As of March 2012, individuals can carry concealed handguns in all but 1 state (Illinois) and the District of
Columbia. “Shall-issue” states—in which issuing authorities are required to issue a permit to an applicant that fulfills the
objective statutory criteria— generally issue more permits than states with greater discretion in granting permits (“may-issue”
states). Because of differing eligibility requirements, some states would issue a permit to an applicant, while others would not.
For example, some states define what constitutes a disqualifying felony differently or have different firearms training
requirements. As of March 2012, 39 states that issue permits and Vermont (permits not required) recognize concealed carry
permits from other states. Of the 9 states that do not grant reciprocity, 8 are may-issue states.

Issuing authorities from all 9 states included in GAO’s case study stated that they take action to confirm an individual’s
continued eligibility to hold a permit as part of the permit renewal process; and issuing authorities from 8 of these 9 states
reported using mechanisms to monitor resident permit holders’ continued eligibility between issuance and renewal. In these 8
states, issuing authorities told GAO that they are notified if a permit holder commits a disqualifying act within their state through
law enforcement or state databases. After detecting a disqualifying criminal offense or other disqualifying factors, each of the 9
states begins the revocation process by notifying the permit holder. The states have varying retrieval processes, and 3 of them
have authority to impose a penalty for failure to surrender a revoked permit or continuing to possess one. Law enforcement in
the 9 case study states that issue permits told GAO that when encountering permits, such as during routine traffic stops, they
visually check them and can take additional steps, such as checking state databases, as needed, to determine whether the
permits are current and valid.

Law enforcement in the 9 case study states that issue permits told GAO that when encountering permits, such as during routine
traffic stops, they visually check them and can take additional steps, such as checking state databases, as needed, to
determine whether the permits are current and valid.

Why GAO Did This Study
According to state reporting to GAO, there were at least 8 million active permits to carry concealed handguns in the United
States as of December 31, 2011. States and local authorities control the issuance of concealed carry permits. Applicants who
wish to obtain such permits are required to meet certain state eligibility requirements, such as minimum age and the lack of a
felony conviction. States also decide which other states’ permits to honor. Typically, states enter into reciprocity agreements
that establish which out of- state permit holders can carry concealed firearms within each state. In recent years, Members of
Congress have introduced legislation that would require each issuing state to recognize any permit. GAO was asked to provide
information on the status of concealed carry permitting. This report describes (1) the extent to which states allow concealed
carry permits, and how select states’ eligibility requirements and recognition of other states’ permits differ, (2) what processes
select states use to help ensure they revoke permits when holders no longer meet eligibility requirements, and (3) how law
enforcement officials in select states determine whether permits they encounter are current and valid. GAO gathered
information on the number of permits, laws, issuing authorities, and reciprocity agreements for 50 states and the District of
Columbia, and conducted a case study on 9 states that issue permits. GAO selected these states to reflect differences among
states’ eligibility requirements, state reciprocity of permits, and permit issuing processes; the results cannot be generalized
across all states but provide a broad understanding of the different requirements and processes states utilized in issuing
permits.

For more information, contact Carol R. Cha (202)512-8777 or chac@gao.gov.

Highlights

 
Advanced Search

Stay Connected  | Share/Save page

http://www.gao.gov/
http://www.gao.gov/legal/index.html
http://www.gao.gov/careers/index.html
http://www.gao.gov/
http://www.gao.gov/about/index.html
http://www.gao.gov/browse/date/week
http://www.gao.gov/legal/index.html
http://www.gao.gov/legal/index.html
http://www.gao.gov/about/index.html
http://www.gao.gov/careers/index.html
http://www.gao.gov/multimedia/video/
http://www.gao.gov/resources.html
http://www.gao.gov/assets/600/592552.pdf
http://www.gao.gov/assets/600/592552.pdf
http://www.gao.gov/multimedia/podcasts/593308
http://www.gao.gov/multimedia/podcasts/593308
http://www.gao.gov/assets/600/592553.pdf
http://www.gao.gov/assets/600/592569.txt
mailto:chac@gao.gov
mailto:larencee@gao.gov
mailto:youngc1@gao.gov
mailto:chac@gao.gov
http://www.gao.gov/search?advanced=1
http://www.gao.gov/index.html


U.S. GAO - Gun Control: States' Laws and Requirements for Concealed Carry Permits Vary across the Nation

http://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-12-717[10/3/2012 1:37:00 PM]

Reports and Testimonies

Browse By Date

Browse By Topic

Browse By Agency

Past Week's Reports &
Testimonies

Comptroller General

Biography

Presentations

Testimonies

Submit a Speech Request

CG Forums and Roundtables

Protests

General Legal Decisions FAQs

Bid Protests

Principles of Federal
Appropriations Law (Red Book)

Appropriations Law

Contract Appeals Board

Federal Vacancies Act Resources

Congressional Review Act
Resources

Apply for Jobs

Career Paths at GAO

We Offer Great Benefits

Learn About Our Student and
Executive Programs

Our Diversity Statement

Need Help?

Multimedia

Podcast Gallery

Video Gallery

Debt and the Fiscal Outlook

GAO High Risks and Other Major
Government Challenges

Duplication, Overlap, and
Fragmentation

Following the Money: GAO's
Oversight of the Recovery Act

GAO's disaster assistance work,
domestically and overseas

Help

Ordering GAO Publications

Site Map

Location

Our Workforce

Products and Services

History

Health Care Advisory
Committees

Freedom of Information Act
(FOIA)

Privacy, Legal & Other Site
Policies

No Fear Act Information

Topics in the News

FraudNet/Reporting Fraud

E-mail Updates

Contact GAO

A c c o u n t a b i l i t y    I n t e g r i t y    R e l i a b i l i t y

http://www.gao.gov/browse/date/week
http://www.gao.gov/browse/date
http://www.gao.gov/browse/topic
http://www.gao.gov/browse/agency
http://www.gao.gov/browse/date/week
http://www.gao.gov/browse/date/week
http://www.gao.gov/cghome/index.html
http://www.gao.gov/cghome/gdbiog.html
http://www.gao.gov/cghome/presentations/
http://www.gao.gov/cghome/testimonies/
http://www.gao.gov/cghome/speechrequest.html
http://www.gao.gov/docsearch/featured/cgforum.html
http://www.gao.gov/legal/index.html
http://www.gao.gov/legal/genleg.html
http://www.gao.gov/legal/bids/bidprotest.html
http://www.gao.gov/legal/redbook/redbook.html
http://www.gao.gov/legal/redbook/redbook.html
http://www.gao.gov/legal/redbook/redbook.html
http://www.gao.gov/legal/lawresources/resources.html
http://www.gao.gov/legal/contract/appeals.html
http://www.gao.gov/legal/fedvac/vacancies.html
http://www.gao.gov/legal/congressact/congress.html
http://www.gao.gov/legal/congressact/congress.html
http://www.gao.gov/careers/apply.html
http://www.gao.gov/careers/career.html
http://www.gao.gov/careers/benefits.html
http://www.gao.gov/careers/student.html
http://www.gao.gov/careers/student.html
http://www.gao.gov/careers/diversity.html
http://www.gao.gov/careers/recruithelp.html
http://www.gao.gov/multimedia/video/
http://www.gao.gov/podcast/watchdog.html
http://www.gao.gov/multimedia/video/
http://www.gao.gov/special.pubs/longterm/
http://www.gao.gov/highrisk/
http://www.gao.gov/highrisk/
http://www.gao.gov/duplication/
http://www.gao.gov/duplication/
http://www.gao.gov/recovery/
http://www.gao.gov/recovery/
http://www.gao.gov/disasters/
http://www.gao.gov/disasters/
http://www.gao.gov/using.htm
http://www.gao.gov/ordering.htm
http://www.gao.gov/sitemap.html
http://www.gao.gov/about/location/
http://www.gao.gov/about/workforce/
http://www.gao.gov/about/products/
http://www.gao.gov/about/history/
http://www.gao.gov/about/hcac/index.html
http://www.gao.gov/about/hcac/index.html
http://www.gao.gov/about/products/foia.html
http://www.gao.gov/about/products/foia.html
http://www.gao.gov/privacy.html
http://www.gao.gov/privacy.html
http://www.gao.gov/about/workforce/nofear.html
http://www.gao.gov/docsearch/featured/index.html
http://www.gao.gov/fraudnet/fraudnet.htm
http://www.gao.gov/subscribe/index.php
http://www.gao.gov/about/contact.html
http://www.gao.gov/values/

	gao.gov
	U.S. GAO - Gun Control: States' Laws and Requirements for Concealed Carry Permits Vary across the Nation


	92L3Byb2R1Y3RzL0dBTy0xMi03MTcA: 
	seek1: 
	q: Keyword or Report #
	Submit: 




